
 

TAEA NEWSLETTER      

 

TAEA Newsletter 
Texas Association of Elections Administrators 

AUGUST 16, 2019                                                                                                                               VOLUME 19, NUMBER 7       

      President  
          – Yvonne Ramon 

Vice-President  
    –Michele Bennett 

Treasurer  
   –Remi Garza 

Secretary  
  - Trudy Hancock 

Education Chair  
   – John Oldham 

Legislative Liaison  
   – Chris Davis 

Newsletter Editor 
   - Jenise Miller  

 

ARE YOU READY??? 
 

 
 

The work continues in preparation for our TAEA Conference set to take place from noon,  

January 8 through January 10, 2020.  REO classess are set for Monday, January 6th and 7th , with 

REO renewal classess and newbie classes set for the morning of Wednesday, January 8th.  I’m in 

the process of attaining speakers and working on the agendas.  Lots to learn; lots to do! 

 

I’m also trying to understand all of the legislative changes that took place this last session.  When 

at the SOS law conference, I felt like, “I’ve got this,” but I got home, and I’m not so sure anymore.  

Lots to learn; lots to do! 

 

I’d like to take this time to thank all of you wonderful Elections Administrators and County Clerks 

that have shared and continue to share your knowledge.  The great emergency plans, the insight 

into the election law, contracts, quesionnaires, and all of the responses to those who have 

questions…wow…you are all so awesome.  Working with such a great group of professionals is 

what makes this job exciting, doable, challenging, and so rewarding, and although we have lots to 

learn; lots to do, we’ve got this! 

 

Continue to send me tips, ideas, advice, concerns….I’m listening.  

                                                                              - Yvonne Ramon 

mailto:yvonne.ramon@co.hidalgo.tx.us
mailto:mbennett@aransascounty.org
mailto:remi.garza@co.cameron.tx.us
mailto:thancock@brazoscountytx.gov
mailto:John.Oldham@fortbendcountytx.gov
mailto:cjdavis@wilco.org
mailto:jmmiller@co.hood.tx.us
http://www.taea-elections.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/TexAssocElecAdmins/
https://twitter.com/TexasElecAdmins


 

TAEA NEWSLETTER      

Vice President  

 
 

Thanks to everyone who attended last month's summer meeting and social event. It was great 

seeing all of you.  If you haven’t already made your reservations for the next year's Mid-Winter 

Conference in College Station, I encourage you to do so now. We have a lot of great things planned 

and I would hate for you to miss out! 

 

I am attaching the 2020 membership application. The application is updated to reflect the new 

remittance mailing address as well as Mid-Winter registration information. 

 

Sorry so short, Julie and I are preparing for our flight on Friday. We will be attending the 35th 

Annual Election Center Conference in Orlando. I hope to see a lot of TAEA members there. Safe 

travels everyone! 

 

                                                                               - Michele Carew 
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Treasurer 

 

 

Things have been pretty quiet at the Treasures Desk. I am currently in the process of transferring 

the access codes and the books from our outstanding former Treasurer and newly minted Vice-

President. I can say that most of the activity has been founded on the orderly closing out the month 

and making sure that the transition is as seamless as possible. The duties will include maintaining 

the membership listing, prompt deposit of funds received and meeting the monetary obligations 

of the organization timely. All of which is moving at pace. 

 

We have made the necessary changes to the banking resolutions and the membership application 

which includes the new address for where to remit payments.   

 

Remi Garza 

Texas Association of Elections Administrators 

1050 E Madison St, Brownsville, TX  78520 

Phone: (956) 544-0809 

 

If you have a copy of the new membership form it can be found attached to this newsletter email 

and if you have recently forwarded any payments don’t worry Michele and I have a plan. If you 

have any questions you can email me at remi.garza@co.cameron.tx.us and I will run it down for 

you. 

 

With that I leave you with well wishes for the preparation for the November Elections. The 

process has some new rules and I am sure we will be discussing them in Bryan/College Station in 

January. I have a feeling a lot of conversations will be had, and solutions will be shared.  Good 

Luck! 

                                                                             - Remi Garza      

 

Secretary 

 

                                                                                     
       I would like to start off by saying Thank you for the opportunity to serve as the Secretary of 

TAEA.  I look forward to what the future holds for our group.  I am excited to be part of this 

elections family and hope that I am a good fit for the Board.  I will strive to make the most of my 

time on the Board and looking ahead to what the next four years holds. 

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                          – Trudy Hancock 

   

 

 

Legislative Update 

The House Elections Committee is holding an offsite public hearing in Houston on Thursday, 

September 12th .  The stated purpose is to take invited and public testimony on Countywide Voting, 

or as we know them, vote centers.  Upon request of the committee, Wharton County EA Cindy 

Richter & Brazoria County Clerk Joyce Hudman have both agreed to testify on the success of their 

respective countywide polling place programs. 

Like the above, standing legislative committees will study issues during the interim.  Before the 

next regular session convenes, hearings are often conducted, testimony is taken and reports are 

written.  TAEA would like to solicit suggestions of interim study topics from its membership.  If 

each of you would please take some time to complete this anonymous, 1-question form.  We’ll look 

at the most common suggestions and present them to our standing Legislative Committee. 

 

- Chris Davis 

http://?
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/schedules/html/C2402019091209001.HTM
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/schedules/html/C2402019091209001.HTM
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1EsuBACsDVx680PPmoVtL0nKpz79O0f-LDzX8H57tRlhiJQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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The room block is available to reserve your rooms for the 2020 Conference and remember, you can choose 

either The George or Calvary Court.  Both hotels are unique in their own way. 

 

THE GEORGE: 

Begin by visiting the hotel's website at www.thegeorgetexas.com [thegeorgetexas.com]. 

From this page, block "reservations" in the top right-hand corner of the page.  

Select the group's arrival and departure date and change the "promo code" drop down box to "group/block". 

The Group Code is: TAOEA191. Once the code and dates have been entered, all of the rooms available 

within the block should show up.  

 

 CAVALRY COURT: 

Begin by visiting the hotel's website at www.cavalrycourt.com [cavalrycourt.com]. 

From this page, block "book now" in the top right-hand corner of the page.  

Select the group's arrival and departure date and change the "promo code" drop down box to "group/block". 

The Group Code is: TAOEA336. Once the code and dates have been entered, all of the rooms available 

within the block should show up.  

 

Guests can also call reservations at 1-844-599-3871 (The George) or 1-866-842-0100 (Cavalry Court) and 

reference the group code or name to book their rooms if they prefer this method.  

                                                                                       
Be sure to check the newsletter every month because we will be posting updates and important information 

as we get closer to the date. 
– Trudy Hancock 
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Education Chair 

 

Never say never.  A few months ago, I was sure that Fort Bend County would continue voting on 

a DRE system.  For the past few months we have been looking at some of the new products and 

systems in the marketplace and it has become obvious to me that whatever system we choose, 

that it will be a hybrid. 

 

Over the years, I have counted votes by hand, on punch cards, lever machines, optical scan, DRE, 

and now it will be a combination of a DRE wannabe and optical scan.  Chalk up a victory to 

hysteria.  Although, in reality, it is the smart move when we are talking about 10-12 million of 

taxpayer dollars.  Next month we hope to make a decision on the particular system.  Not only will 

we be choosing a system, but we will have to find a place to put it.  We will have to do acceptance 

test, train our poll workers, and educate our voters, while continuing to a November, December,  

and perhaps March election on our current voting system.  These are not problems many other 

counties have faced, but, like many other things we do, they are overlooked by those who  

say “and why can’t we use it in the Primary.” 

 

Next week many of you will be headed to Orlando for the Election Center Summer Conference.  

Hopefully, all will benefit from the networking and training. Whether it be that conference, the 

TAEA midwinter, of the SOS conferences, these events afford us the opportunity to learn from  

our colleagues in Elections and to better prepare ourselves to meet challenges such as 

implementing new voting systems. 

                                                                                          - John Oldham 
 

Just a SPECIAL NOTICE for the recipients of the newsletter. The association newsletter is intended for members and associates of Texas Association of Election 
Administrators. Those individuals who are not members or associates of the association may be removed at any time. 


